
Authentic Learning 
  

Authentic learning is a pedagogical approach that empowers learners to collaboratewith one 
another and teachers to solve real-world complex problems.  This type of pedagogy emphasizes 
the role of the teacher as facilitator/coach who designs problem-based environments with 
learners.  This approach recognizes a continuum of problem-based real-world learning 
environments including case studies, simulations, role-playing, virtual internship experiences, 
and actual internships in the community.  The most common examples of this type of learning 
come from courses in nursing, physical therapy, education, and business.  But authentic learning 
is readily apparent in courses such as physics, biology, English, philosophy, and history when 
instructors design activities that require learners to make connections to real world problems. 

  

What Research Supports the Use and Implementation of Authentic Learning? 

Doyle (2011) summarizes the brain research that supports authentic learning by noting that 
students find these activities meaningful, engaging and thus rewarding.  See his discussion of 
brain research at http://learnercenteredteaching.wordpress.com.  His new book is titled The New 
Science of Learning: How to Learn in Harmony with Your Brain. 

  

What does a syllabus look like that illustrates a clear connection among student learning 
outcomes, authentic learning, and student-centered projects? 

 

https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/11/551syllabus14-sandy-ross.pdf
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/12/lesson-plan-h-lacks-debate-12-2-rev.pdf


https://serc.carleton.edu/sp/cause/mea/examples/example5.html
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/12/Healthcare-Project-3-int-design.pdf
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/12/Healthcare-Project-3-int-design.pdf
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/12/storytelling-int-arts-1-rubric-2014-1.pdf
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/11/488_syllabus.pdf
https://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/campusbased/examples/greenhouseinv.html
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/11/jensen-syll-Nursing-N302-f2014.pdf
http://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/11/jensen-ppt-Schizophrenia-music-books.ppt
https://blogs.maryville.edu/ctl/wp-content/uploads/sites/2197/2014/12/Integrating-Arts-Syl-Fall-2014-Coxon-dig-storytelling.pdf


http://authenticlearning.info/AuthenticLearning/Home.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/visible/visible_human.html
https://historyengine.richmond.edu/pages/teachers/resources
https://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/campusbased/examples/greenhouseinv.html

